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Robert J. Donovan Jr. 
Robert J. (RJ) Donovan Jr. is currently serving as the first Senior Commercial Officer to the United Republic of Tanzania.  He arrived at post in early August 2014.  .   

He began his Federal government career in 1993, as a policy analyst on Vice President Gore’s “Reinventing Government” task force.  In that capacity, he developed and delivered recommendations to the Vice President on how to better coordinate and deploy U.S. trade promotion and finance programs.  

In 1993, he transferred to the International Trade Administration (ITA), where he played a key role in the early development of the “National Export Strategy.” As Deputy Director of the Trade Promotion Coordinating Committee (TPCC) RJ worked closely with ITA’s Under Secretary to develop, coordinate, and implement the administration’s crosscutting export promotion plan. 

He became a Foreign Commercial Service Office in 1998.  His postings have included the Silicon Valley U.S. Export Assistance Center, Commercial Attaché in Warsaw (2001-2004), and he served as Director for Policy Coordination in the Office of the Under Secretary for International Trade (2005-2007). 
In 2007 he became the Director of Commerce’s Office of Financial Services Industries. In this capacity he oversaw official financing flowing through Ex-Im Bank, OPIC, and the Multilateral Development Banks; led the U.S. delegation to the OECD’s Insurance and Private Pensions Committee; and he helped lead JCCT –Insurance Dialogue negotiations with China. 
RJ returned to the Commercial Service in July 2011, serving again in Warsaw as SCO where he was responsible for developing and implementing a Presidential initiative, the U.S.-Polish Business Summit - which culminated in $100 million in private sector commercial projects. He also served as Principal Commercial Officer in Frankfurt, Germany.  
He holds a B.A. in Political Science from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst, an M.A. in International Relations from the George Washington University’s Elliott School of International Affairs, and a Certificate in International Business Management from Georgetown University.  His languages include Polish and German.  In February 2014, he was awarded ITA’s Charles R. Meissner Award for excellence and selfless commitment to duty.  
