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PROFILE

	Population: 23.3 million
	Next Election Scheduled: January 2016

	Capital: Taipei
	Head of Government: Ma Ying-jeou (President)

	Government: Multiparty Democracy
	


ECONOMY

· 2012 Nominal GDP (Current US$ billion):

$474.0


· 2012 Nominal GDP Per Capita (Current US$):       $20,328
	
	2010
	2011
	2012

	Real GDP Growth Rate (%)
	10.8
	          4.1
	1.3

	Real GDP Per Capita Growth Rate (%)
	10.6
	         3.8
	            0.9

	CPI (%)
	 1.0
	          1.4
	     1.9

	Unemployment (%)
	 5.2
	          4.4
	            4.2         


· Economic Mix in 2012†: 68% services; 30% industry; 2% agriculture
	FOREIGN MERCHANDISE TRADE (U.S.$ billions)
	2010
	2011
	2012

	Taiwan’s exports to the world
	262.0
	291.5
	           284.4

	Taiwan’s imports from the world
	251.8
	281.1
	           270.6 

	U.S. exports to Taiwan
	26.0
	25.9
	24.4

	U.S. imports from Taiwan
	35.8
	41.4
	38.9

	U.S. trade balance with Taiwan
	-9.8
	-15.5
	-14.5


· Rank of Taiwan as U.S. export market in 2012: 16th largest (1.6% of U.S. exports) 
· Rank as Taiwan as source of U.S. imports in 2012: 11th largest (1.7% of U.S. imports)
· Rank of Taiwan in total U.S. trade in 2012: 11th largest (1.7% of U.S. trade) 

· Principal U.S. exports to Taiwan in 2012: electrical machinery (18%); machinery (18%); optic/medical instruments (7%); iron and steel (7%); organic chemicals (5%)  
· Principal U.S. imports from Taiwan in 2012: electrical machinery (38%); machinery (17%); vehicles, not railway (6%); iron and steel products (6%); plastic (4%)
	FOREIGN DIRECT INVESTMENT (U.S.$ billions) *
	2009
	2010
	2011

	FDI into U.S. from Taiwan (FP)
	3.9
	4.5
	5.2

	FDI into U.S. from Taiwan (UBO)
	6.1
	6.7
	7.8

	U.S. FDI in Taiwan (FP)
	19.4
	21.8
	15.8


· Principal suppliers of foreign investment to Taiwan: United States, United Kingdom, Japan

BUSINESS CONDITIONS RANKINGS
· World Bank Doing Business in 2013 rank: 16 of 185 (25 in 2012).

· Transparency International Corruption Perception Index 2012: 37 of 176 (32 in 2011).

COMMERCIAL OFFICER INFORMATION

Senior Commercial Officer: Helen Hwang, 011-886-2-2720-1550 x382 
Commerce HQ Desk Officer: Keith Roth, (202) 482-5012
† Economist Intelligence Unit data.  * FP, or foreign parent, measures direct foreign investment; UBO, or ultimate benefit owner, measures Taiwan’s corporate and individual investment in the U.S. both directly, through Taiwan parent companies, and indirectly, through third country intermediaries. 
