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EXPORT NEWS, February 2015  
The U.S. Commercial Service (CS) is the trade promotion arm of the U.S. Department of Commerce’s International Trade 
Administration. CS trade professionals in over 100 U.S. cities and in more than 75 countries provide customized business solutions to 
help U.S. firms increase sales to new global markets.  
 
NEWS 
Houston Named to Global Cities Exchange.  The Global Cities Exchange (GCX) is an initiative of the Brookings Institution 
and JPMorgan Chase which has created a network now totaling 28 U.S. metropolitan areas committed to increasing 
global trade and economic competitiveness.  GCX will mentor metro leaders in the creation of trade and investment 
strategies and provide peer learning opportunities for leaders to share best practices worldwide.  For details, see here.     
 
USTDA Releases FY 2014 Annual Report.  The U.S. Trade and Development Agency (USTDA) Fiscal Year 2014 Annual 
Report highlights $5.8 billion in U.S. exports supported by its activities.  For details, click here.   
 
TRADE LEAD Contact your trade specialist for details on the leads below.   

• Ghana:  Seeking bulk lube storage tanks.  New or used; 15,000- 25,000 liter chassis or beam ISO tanks. 
• Saudi Arabia:  Seeking to Represent Electromagnetic and Mechanical Flow Meters 
• Saudi Arabia:  Seeking U.S. Solar EPC companies 

 
MARKET RESEARCH If not noted, please contact your trade specialist for the resources noted below.     

• European Franchise Resource Guide 2015.    The franchise market continues to be an engine of growth in 
Europe, boosting employment and promoting small and medium sized businesses in the region.  The guide 
includes key insights and information for U.S. franchisors and franchise system owners.  Cost:  free.  

 
HOUSTON-AREA - Conferences, Training and Trade Shows          
TradeLink Workshop February 12, Conroe, Texas.  Hosted by the Port of Houston Authority’s the workshop will 
introduce small and mid-sized businesses to the basics of exporting — including costs, risks, commercial transactions, 
finding overseas markets, trade financing, documentation and logistics. Learn how you can strengthen and grow your 
business through trade opportunities. 
 
Save the Date- Breakfast Seminar: The ‘New’ Procurement Process Since Reform in Mexico with PPI March 5, The 
Houston West Chamber, 10370 Richmond Ave, Houston, TX 77042.  Time:  7:15 – 8:45 am.   Organized by the U.S. 
Department of Commerce’s U.S. Commercial Service, and the Houston West Chamber of Commerce, this event will 
provide a background on how to register and work with PPI (Pemex Procurement International) to explore for 
opportunities in Mexico with Pemex, how to understand the benefits of the Pemex classification system and what the 
new changes of going from multiple ‘catalogues’ to one catalogue in the future means for upstream, midstream and 
downstream service and equipment providers and how American companies can take advantage of this import change. 
 
Upcoming Bureau of Industry and Security Conferences, Norris Conference Center (City Centre), Houston.   Sponsored 
by the Houston District Export Council in cooperation with the Houston Export Assistance Center.   

http://www.jpmorganchase.com/corporate/Corporate-Responsibility/pr-eight-cities-join-gci.htm
http://www.ustda.gov/news/pressreleases/2015/US/AnnualReportPublication_010515.asp?utm_source=MailerMailer&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Read+More&utm_campaign=Trade+Posts+eNewsletter+January+2015+Issue+
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• Complying With the U.S. Export Controls March 11-12. This two-day program is led by BIS's professional 
counseling staff and provides an in-depth examination of the Export Administration Regulations (EAR). The 
program will cover the information exporters need to know to comply with U.S. export control requirements on 
commercial goods.  Cost:  $475 

• Encryption / Technology Controls March 13. This one-day program is led by BIS's professional counseling staff 
and will provide detailed and hands-on training regarding export and technology controls.  Cost:  $200 

Cost to attend both events:  $550.  Register here.  
 
MISSIONS 
Trade Mission to Malta and Turkey March 1 - 7. Led by the Houston Intercontinental Chamber of Commerce, with 
cooperation and support from the U.S. Department of Commerce, the mission is open to companies in all industries and 
will first stop in Istanbul, Turkey for meetings with government officials and Turkish companies and then head on to 
Malta for several days of meetings with Maltese government officials and companies.  For more details contact Erica 
Reifel at 281.408.0866 or ereifel@houstonicc.org  or Alan Richel, 832-248-1556, alan.richel@trade.gov    
 
U.S. Trade & Investment Mission to Algeria & Tunisia March 1-7.  Sponsored by the National U.S. Arab Chamber of 
Commerce and the U.S. Algeria Business Council, the mission will be co-led by the Honorable Charles H. Rivkin, Assistant 
Secretary of State for Economic and Business Affairs.  For details, click here.   
 
Colombia & Peru Automotive Trade Mission April 26-30.  The automotive industry is one of the most significant and fast 
growing sectors of the economy in both Colombia and Peru. Target products with high U.S export potential include: 
Aftermarket parts & accessories; Parts & components; Tools & testing equipment; Services Consulting. U.S. companies 
are welcome to apply for our business development program, which will include one-on-one personalized business 
appointments in each country.  Deadline: March 1.  For details, click here.     
 
Mining Trade Mission to Zacatecas, Mexico June 1-2.  Meet with local government and private sector experts from 
Mexico’s second-largest producing mining region.  The Trade Mission will include networking opportunities, site visits, 
and one-on-one business appointments with interested local partners.  For details, click here.   
 
Trade Mission to Central America in conjunction with the Trade Americas - Opportunities in Central America 
Conference June 21-26.  Organized by the U.S. Department of Commerce, the combination of the Trade Americas - 
Opportunities in Central America Conference and business-to-business matchmaking opportunities in Guatemala and 
one of the other optional Central American markets will provide participants with access to substantive information 
about, and strategies for, entering or expanding their business across the Central America region.  For details, 
click here.     
 
U.S. COMMERCIAL SERVICE REGIONAL CONFERENCES  
Discover Global Markets: SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS February 9-11, Silicon Valley.  In cooperation with NASA, the 
inaugural DGM of 2015 will focus on opportunities for U.S. companies to meet global demand for sustainable 
solutions.  The conference will address the link between advanced research and innovation, global business and 
planetary sustainability. Countries worldwide are implementing business practices and standards to conserve energy, 
preserve clean air and water, and use land more effectively – and U.S. companies can participate in these changes by 
offering world-class technologies, services and products.  For details, click here.     
 
Save the Date - Middle East & Africa Business Outlook Conference March 16-17, Dubai, UAE.  Interact with over 20 
Senior U.S. Commercial Attaches and Specialists. Learn about sales and project leads in the GCC, Sub-Saharan Africa, 
North Africa and the Levant. 
 
SelectUSA Investment Summit, March 23-24, Washington, DC.  The summit will feature investors from all over the 
world, as well as economic development organizations (EDOs) from every corner of the United States, high-level 
government officials, and others working to facilitate investment in the United States.  And, new this year the will be a 

http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?llr=qg6pm6iab&oeidk=a07eab1z88c6654dad3
mailto:ereifel@houstonicc.org
mailto:alan.richel@trade.gov
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=icji4ejab&oeidk=a07eafxaird994972ab
http://export.gov/build/groups/public/@eg_main/@byind/@autotrans/documents/webcontent/eg_main_082248.pdf
http://www.export.gov/Mexico/tradeevents/eg_mx_081985.asp
http://export.gov/tradeamericas/tradeevents/trademissions/centralamericajune2015/index.asp
http://www.export.gov/california/SustainableSolutions/
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pre-Summit SelectUSA Academy for investors and EDOs interested in learning the basics on investing in the United 
States and attracting FDI.   All attendees must register in advance, and registration may fill up quickly, so don't wait!  For 
details, click here.     
 
Asia/Pacific Business Outlook Conference April 13-14, Los Angeles, CA.  The premier conference for exporters and 
investors targeting Asian markets.   Get key intelligence on 17 markets by choosing from 60 focused sessions and private 
one-on-one consultations.  Early registrations:  $799 (Use codeUSCS15 to save an additional $100 off the early bird rate).   
For details, click here.   
 
Trade Winds—Africa:  Business Development Conference and Trade Mission September 14–21, 2015.  As an official 
U.S. Department of Commerce/U.S. Commercial Service conference and multi-sector trade mission, the event is your 
company’s connection to business opportunities in Sub-Saharan Africa. Whether your company is new to this region or 
is looking to tap into new markets, this is the ideal launching point for expansion throughout the region. The conference 
portion will be hosted in South Africa, and you can increase your benefit by adding one or more additional participating 
countries to the itinerary.  For details, click here.   
 
U.S AND AROUND WORLD - Conferences, Training and Trade Shows 
Yi Hao Dian - One of China's Top eCommerce Provider Platforms February 11 Arlington, Texas.  Yi Hao Dian (YHD) was 
established in 2008 and is an online business-to-consumer (B2C) e-commerce grocery website that provides same-day 
and second-day delivery services to customers in more than 100 Chinese cities.  Walmart controls 51% of YHD’s 
ownership. YHD is China’s first direct import e-commerce company with traffic exceeding 10 million and registered 
customers of 57 million in 2013. With more than 200 distribution centers in 40 cities, Yihaodian generated more than 
US$2 billion in revenue in 2013:  Time: 3:00 pm.  Cost:  No charge to attend.  Deadline to register:  Feb. 6.  To reserve 
your seat, contact:  Sheryl Maas, Sheryl.Pinckney-Maas@trade.gov, 817-684-5347. 
 
The Global Connect: Texas Trade Finance Seminar Feb. 20, San Antonio, TX.  Topics include how to get paid from your 
export sales, increasing export sales while reducing the risk of nonpayment by foreign buyers and government export 
assistance resources.   Cost:  $65 ($55 for NACM members).   Time:  7:30 am – 6 pm.   For details, click here.  
 
AMERICANA 2015 International Environmental Technology Trade Show March 17-19, Montreal, Canada.   For details 
on the U.S. pavilion, click here.  
 
NPE 2015 2015 March 23-27, Orlando, Florida.   In partnership with SPI, the U.S. Department of Commerce’s U.S. 
Commercial Service invites U.S. exhibitors to participate in our Show Time program at NPE2015! Showtime is a free 
program that offers an opportunity to meet one-on-one with U.S. Department of Commerce industry specialists from 
our overseas offices located in the U.S Embassies and Consulates.  U.S. Commercial Service specialists representing 20 
countries are tentatively scheduled to participate at NPE2015. To register for Showtime click here.   
 
Asian Development Bank:  The 6th Business Opportunities Fair (BOF) 2015 March 25-26, ADB Headquarters, 
Mandaluyong City, Philippines.  A forum for consultants, contractors, manufacturers, and suppliers looking to provide 
goods and services for ADB projects.  Network with peers in the industry, and with ADB sector specialists in the 
agriculture, natural resources, energy, public management, finance, transport, ICT, water, municipal infrastructure, 
health, and education sectors. For details, click here.  
 
OMC 2015 - Offshore Mediterranean Conference & Exhibition Ravenna, Italy, March 25-27.  The OMC conference and 
exhibition has become one of the most important meeting places for all oil and gas operators; with over 13,700 
participants from 32 countries worldwide, it is an event that offers a unique opportunity.  For details, click here.  

MCE Deepwater Development, March 24-26, Excel, London,. Marine, Construction & Engineering (MCE) Deepwater 
Development is recognized as the leading conference addressing technical issues related to engineering, development, 
and production of oil and gas in deep and ultra deep-water arenas around the world.   For details, click here.  

https://adobeformscentral.com/?f=LiTIzEDsY-xOCJMQQEUHlw
http://www.apboconference.com/index.html
http://export.gov/pennsylvania/tradewinds
mailto:Sheryl.Pinckney-Maas@trade.gov
https://fcibglobal.com/events/event-calendar/details/236-global-connect-texas-trade-finance-seminar.html
http://export.gov/canada/eventsforu.s.companies/americana/eg_ca_078912.asp
http://export.gov/industry/manufacturing/eg_main_044491.asp
http://www.adb.org/news/events/6th-adb-business-opportunities-fair-2015
http://www.kallman.com/upload/spaceapp/pdfs/OMC_2015_Space_Contract_RE.pdf
http://mcedd.com/wp-content/uploads/MCEDD2015%20Call%20for%20Abstracts%209%20small.pdf
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El Paso – Juarez Industry Summit April 30, El Paso, Texas.  Take advantage of this opportunity with OEM’s in Mexico and 
suppliers to meet potential partners.  Cost:  $25.  Time:  9 am – 1 pm.  Contact Robert Queen 
at Robert.Queen@trade.gov for details.   
 
PECOM 2015 April 14-16, Villahermosa, Mexico.  The U.S. Department of Commerce Certified Trade Fair, the Petroleum 
Exhibition and Conference of Mexico (PECOM) is held annually in Villahermosa, Tabasco. The 2015 event combines a 
major exhibition of oil and gas companies from around the world together with a technical conference that will focus on 
present and future offshore operations.  Contact:  Jennifer Granda at jgranda@atcomedia.com.  
 
Green Bridge Forum Riga 2015 “Building the Bridge to Clean Technologies between European Union and Central Asian 
countries” April 15-18, Riga, Latvia.  The Green Bridge Forum 2015 intends to bring together high-level politicians, 
government agencies, the leading innovators and researchers, leading experts in clean technology, business 
representatives, manufacturers and investors as well as opinion leaders of the EU, Central Asian and other 
countries.  For details, click here.   
 
Mock Prison Riot May 3-6, Moundsville, West Virginia.   A comprehensive law enforcement and corrections tactical and 
technology experience, including 40,000 square feet of exhibit space.  Tactical teams come from all over the world to 
train at the event.  The event is known for bringing technology developers and end-users together under neutral, 
practical, and realistic circumstances.  For details, click here.     
 
Expand Your Exports into Canada: Participate in the U.S. Delegation at the CIM Convention 2015 in Montreal, QC on 
May 9-13.    Attend the Canadian Institute of Mining Convention (CIM) and develop potential partnerships in Canada’s 
mining sector.   Contact:  Connie Irrera, Commercial Specialist (Montreal) at Connie.Irrera@trade.gov  or 514-908-3662. 
 
African Utility Week May 12-14, Cape Town, South Africa.  For details, click here.  
 
WEBINARS & CONFERENCE CALLS (See titles for links) 
 Feb. 4, 2015, U.S. Export Opportunities in Burma, Cost $25 
 Feb. 10, 2015, Opportunities in Africa’s Power Sector,  Cost: $20 
 Feb. 11, 2015, Europe’s Cyber Security Opportunities, Cost: $25 
 Feb. 11, 2015, Taiwan’s Smart City Project of USD170 million, No Cost 
 Feb. 19, 2014, Doing Business in Saudi Arabia, No Cost 
 Feb. 24, 2015, Update on EU Medical Device Regulations, Cost: $35 
 Mar. 10, 2015, Cyber Security Opportunities in Japan and S. Korea, Cost: $25 
 
Central American Webinar Series:  Cost:  $35 each 
Feb. 4 (Honduras), Feb. 18 (Belize), March 4 (El Salvador), March 18 (Nicaragua) 
 
Explore Africa Business Opportunities Webinar Series: Cost:  $160 for Series, or $40 each 
Feb. 4: (South Africa); March 4: (Kenya and Tanzania); March 19: (Ghana); April 1: (Angola and Mozambique); April 
15:(Ethiopia); April 29: (Nigeria) 
___________________________________________________________  
HOUSTON EXPORT ASSISTANCE CENTER  l  U.S. COMMERCIAL SERVICE  l  U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE  
1919 Smith St., Suite 1026 l Houston, Texas 77002 l U.S.A. 
New phone number:  281-228-5650 l www.export.gov/texas/houston  
 
Note: The U.S. Government does not endorse products or companies, and assumes no responsibility for the accuracy of data contained herein, or for the success or 
failure of any business transaction resulting from opportunities listed in this publication. If you would like to be removed from this mailing list, please contact 
the Houston Office.  
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